
Old West End Association General Meeting, Tuesday, July 18, 2023

Call to Order:  Chris Hanley 7:06pm
Introductions
Secretary’s Report:  Motion to accept June minutes by Justin Bays, seconded by Tom Guyton, motion passed minutes filed.
Financial Report:  Break down of festival numbers – highest revenue and also highest expenses.  Money still coming in and going out.  Expect to make around $40,000.  First year required TPD/security to claim income, as a result they increased their fees - $7,000.  Damage & repairs to golf carts totaled $13,000.  First year tents & chairs were not donated - $8,308. Accounts reviewed and YTD activity reviewed.  Question- why are the bank charges so high?  Fees for large withdrawals and credit card machine fees.  
Know Your Neighbor:  Michael Szuberla, mszuberla@yahoo.com presented on the importance of healthy tree canopies in cities & neighborhoods.  Toledo lost 20% of the tree canopy to Emerald Ash borers.  Temperatures rising due to climate change and worsened by lack of trees.  Many physical & mental health benefits of trees and green spaces.  Systematic under investment in low-income neighborhoods.  Toledo Forestry Division is not fully staffed or funded.  Resources:  treetoledo.org and treeequityscore.org.

Standing Committee Reports:
Arboretum:  July 9th concert, Madison Avenue Band was amazing. Approximately 285 people attended, and we collected $680 in the bottle! Next concert is Ice Cream Militia sponsored by Shaw Eye Care on July 30.  July 15th workday rescheduled to July 16th due to rain. 
Business Networking:  Hosted a successful meeting at Christine Palmer's home on June 28, and welcomed four new people, as well as old friends, interested in participating in the Autumn Market in various ways.  Some great new ideas were shared and our momentum seems to be gaining a little more steam!  Our next meeting is to be held at the FlambOWEnce House, 2429 Scottwood, on July 26, 2023 at 7:00.  This is our Vendor Registration Kick-off event for the Autumn Market.  We will sign up vendors for the event at that time, and launch the online registration the next day.  Facebook events have been created for the event, as well as for the Autumn Market.  
Festival:  2024 event will be on June 1st and 2nd.
Education/Scholarship:  No report. 
Neighborhood Beautification & Improvement:  Andrew Larsen has volunteered to chair this committee.  Thank you to Dan Schmitt for filling in until new chair was found.  
[bookmark: _Hlk130290194]Preservation:  Regular meetings 3rd Monday at 7pm at the Ford.  The roof has been completed but still needing to find the final cap for the tower.  Currently we are working on obtaining quotes for the gutters and will start the mold remediation in August.  The focus is on the items that need to be accomplished with the land bank agreement.  On-going fundraising is our top priority.  
Community Representatives:
Newsletter:  Deadline for August newsletter is Monday, July 24th.
Security:  Thank you to everyone who participated in the self-defense workshop with Mary from Minds Over Stripes. We think this is a great way to encourage neighbors to get involved. If you are interested in other activities like this, please let us know. Call 419-902-0982 or email oldwestendsecurity@gmail.com.
Historic District Commission: City Council voted today to approve the Design/Style Guide. 
Glenwood Park Coalition:  The summer series music in Glenwood Park has begun!  The sounds of smooth R& B & Jazz and Oldies is scheduled on third Thursdays, 6pm-8pm.  We also have included Praise in the Park on 1st Sundays, 5p-7pm.  Glenwood Park is due to have repairs and additions to the playground equipment sometime this summer. These improvements will enable the playground to be an accessible playground. TPS is on board to assist the city of Toledo with the cost.  However, the improvements do not include a new coating of paint to the playground structure. A sponsorship for this painting project from the OWE Association would help with the overall completion of this project.  We are in the planning stage of having a landscaping design created to include, tree planting and flower beds along the back property line and throughout the park.  Additional fencing is needed along the back side/property line in the park. Sponsorship and residential agreements are needed for this project.
Baker's Transmission Shop 
Assistance is greatly needed from the association to have the city clean up the grounds at the transmission shop on the corner of Nesslewood and N. Detroit Ave. This location was cleaned up last year by Urban Beautification.  This building and the grounds are in need of an immediate clean up. It also is an eye sore to one of the North entrances to the OWE community.  Additional calls to the city will help with the support needed to get some action from the city of Toledo.
OWE Cushing Utopia Addition:  Met with city representatives July 6th regarding Romanoff Park improvements.  Looking into city money that might be available for this project.  Plan to attend City Council meeting July 18th at 4pm.  Sept. 2nd Food Truck Festival at Romanoff to raise awareness and funds.  
Old Business:  Update on Scottwood Garden expected in September.
Announcement:  Shelly Varelli on behalf of the social committee.  Neighbors will be working on the float for Pride parade Aug. 19th.  Shelly plans to ask the OWEA for $600 – in the past neighbors have donated money.  Judy Stone made a motion for the OWEA to pay $700 for the float, seconded by Nick Malenda – discussion, question where in the budget the funds would come from – general fund.  Motion passed by all eligible voters.  
Chris Hanley – OWEA board working on strategic planning process including a survey coming soon.
Other:  Nick Malenda asked about the cities lead law and what the OWEA involvement is/will be.  Discussion – should OWE propose our own version of what will work for OWE?  Topic was tabled and will be on September’s agenda.   Judy Stone asked if anyone has reached out to the new owners of 2611 Robinwood – Sue Postal and others have been in contact regarding historic guidelines and need for COA’s.   
August meeting will be on the 15th at 6pm at Macelwane Park – this is the OWEA association annual picnic potluck.  The association will provide main dish and drinks.  
Dave Kosmyna made motion to adjourn, seconded by Stas Krukowski, meeting adjourned at 8:46pm.  
