Old West End Association General Meeting Tuesday, February 21, 2023

Call to Order:  Chris Hanley 7:06pm Collingwood Presbyterian Church
Introductions – live and on Zoom
Correspondence:  Historic District Commission Notice of Public Hearing Wed. March 15th 4pm to consider the following request – Zone change from RM36 multi-dwelling residential to CN neighborhood commercial at 2582 and 2578 Monroe St.  This is the old Sound Asylum building across from the Art Museum – proposed use for barber shop and office space.  
Secretary’s Report:  Minutes on file. 
Financial Report:  YTD activity reviewed.  
Know your Neighbor:  Anita Lopez, County Auditor.  Encouraged home owners to review property record card & Areis for accuracy as your property taxes are based on this info.  Pay attention to mail from the auditor’s office – it’s important.  Physically audit property every six years – will be doing this in 2024.  Cleaning up the rental registration database.  City moving forward with the lead ordinance and will start to fine landlords who are not in compliance.   Discussion and question and answer.  Contact her office if you have questions.  
Vanice Williams, Councilwoman District 4 was invited to attend this and future OWEA mtgs.  Discussed demolitions – about 1,000 houses in three districts approx. 684 in district 4.   Street repair list was created without district 4 representation – working to get streets added to the list.  Asked for emails regarding streets of concern.  Discussion and questions.  Plan to attend future meetings.  

Standing Committee Reports:
Arboretum:  Will be holding annual meeting, need board members, contact Kent Illenden.
Festival:  Steering Committee met February 3.
Setting appointments with five houses that will be on tour for contracts being signed and house captains assigned.
Applications are online for most all vendors. Food vendors specifically are almost all booked and committed.
There will be a rising cost in several areas of significance, one being infrastructure, tents, chairs, tables. Another increase will be security.
Still looking for a Festival treasurer, but most the rest of the chairs have been filled.
Business Networking:  Meeting Feb. 23rd. 
Neighborhood Beautification & Improvement:  Next grant deadline April 30th.  
Education/Scholarship:  From Andrew:  On February 4, neighbors got together to pack a variety of school supplies for Glenwood Elementary, Rosa Parks Elementary, and Rosary Cathedral School. This mid-year school supply drive was driven by a request from Glenwood for the community to help meet a need. Supplies were delivered to the schools on February 7. This joint project was led by Joyce Singer of the Glenwood Park Coalition and Andrew Larsen, former chair of the OWEA Education and Scholarship Committee. The Education and Scholarship Committee provided $1,200 to purchase all of the supplies donated to these schools. Thank you to Arlene Hartman and Jessica for donating additional supplies. Thank you to Pam Johnson, Dorothy Gray, Judy Stone, Tanasio Loudermill, and Sara Haynes for helping pack the supplies. 
Preservation:  Meeting on 1/16/23.  Discussed possible fundraisers ideas.  Some of the group will report back on research and cost associated with these ideas.
Preservation has confirmed new day and time for monthly meetings.  Starting in February meetings will be held on the 3rd Monday at7 pm at the Ford mansion. 
Discussion regarding 624 Delaware.  Group discussed and agreed to request Refund, which has been requested and received from prior construction group and we are moving forward with ins and out home improvement.  Members of preservation have met at the Delaware property and work is scheduled to start in march.  Next meeting will be on 2/20.
Ad hoc WGTE Toledo Stories:  Per Dan Finkel – project has $16,000 so far.  
Ad hoc Welcoming Committee:  Judy Stone & Susan Doktor
Ad hoc Inclusion Initiative:  Tanasio Loudermill

Community Representatives:  
Newsletter:   Deadline Tuesday, Feb. 21st. 
Security:  Old West End Security will be hosting an Oscars Night fundraiser at the Attic on Adams. Sunday March 12, 2023. Games Prizes Fancy Dress encouraged! Please join us for food, drink specials and community to support a safer and more secure neighborhood.
Libbey House:  No report. 
WOWE:  No report.
Historic District Commission:  Meetings will now be held at Collingwood Presbyterian Church. Working to streamline administrative approvals.  Reviewed Lutheran Social Services expansion project.  Discussed proposed zoning change for 2582 & 2578 Monroe Street.  
Collingwood Arts Center:  No report.
Toledo Museum of Art:  No report. 
Glenwood Park Coalition:  Joyce Singer
OWE Cushing Utopia Addition:  Laure Hammond

New Business:  Scottwood Garden Proposal presented by Rob Krain and Jen Robertson.  Written proposal reviewed and on file.  The garden seeks a relationship with the OWEA as its fiscal sponsor.  Back taxes on property approx. $15,000 – in order to erase the back taxes the garden will work with the Land Bank, however an ultimate owner needs to be identified prior to formally starting the process.   After discussion, Skip Gaynor made motion to accept proposal as written, seconded by Judy Stone.  After further discussion Skip Gaynor amended his motion to accept proposal as written contingent on the taxes being cleared, seconded by Judy Stone.  Motion passed by all.  Letter to city for Style Guidelines Grant – Dave Kosmyna sending letter to request grant.  Motion from Fanny Effler to send Dave Kosmyna’s letter to the city, seconded by Nick Malenda, motion passed.   Streetscape Issues – concerns with dangerous trees and calls to Engage Toledo with no results.  Per Vanice Williams, council passed $500,000 ARPA money to be used for forestry she noted that the forestry division does not have the labor force to manage this issue.  
Announcement:  Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union Home Revitalization Loan Program offering 40 low interest loans 3 million total to home owners only, must apply in person.  
Motion to adjourn by Dan Schmitt, seconded by Justin Bays, meeting adjourned at 8:26pm.  
